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these circles would embrace the circumference of the pos-
terior nares, the second the posterior aperture-of the cavity
of the mouth. If, further, we imagine each circle to repre-
sent a constrictor muscle, the result inferred in both cases
will be correct: (1) that this double apparatus on the one
hand will effect a closure of the nasal cavity, on the other
a closure of the cavity of the mouth; and (2) that if the
points opposite to the points of contact of the two circles
are fixed, the two constrictor muscles must act antago-
nistically in such a manner that the contraction of the
one must cause an expansion of the other, so that, there-

FIG. 40.

Diagram representing the change of the two constrictor muscles into loop-muscles with
two points of fixation (c c).   Dotted line as in Fig. 39.

fore, the closure of the nasal cavity must be accompanied
by the opening of the cavity of the mouth, and that of
the cavity of the mouth by the opening of the nasal
cavity.

The above result is, however, in reality obtained by
the two muscles not being constrictors but loop-muscles,
and the apices of the two loops being connected. The
upper loop effects the closure of the nasal cavity, the lower
that of the cavity of the mouth. The apices of the two
loops come into contact upon the boundary between the
cavity of the mouth and that of the nose; that is to say,